
Program 
Day 1: Setting the scene 

Starting time Duration Session Description 

10:00 0:15 Session 1 Intro by the Lorentz Center & welcome by the organizers 

10:15 0:30 Session 2 Intro to the Workshop & expectation setting by 
organizers 

10:45 0:30 Icebreaking  Getting to know each other + Coffee 

11:15 0:30 Session 3 Opening talk: Communicating science: the need, 
opportunities and challenges of communicating basic 
science by Lars Lindberg Christensen (NOIRLab, USA)  

11:45 0:30 Session 4 Invited talk: The history of hype in science: from alchemy 
to nanotechnology by Danilo Albergaria (Leiden 
University)  

12:15 1:45 Lunch Lunch break  

14:00 0:30 Session 5 Invited talk: Public trust in science, the role of honest 
and transparent communication by Marta Entradas 
(ISCTE, Portugal / LSE, UK)  

14:30 1:00 Session 6 Participatory game / activity to simulate the 
communication of a hypothetical scientific breakthrough, 
exploring different communication strategies and their 
potential consequences. Followed by a reflection on the 
activity. Lead facilitator: Joanna Sleigh 

15:30 0:30 Break Coffee break 

16:00 1:00 Session 7 A facilitated brainstorming mapping session using Miro 
to identify potential "co-determined goals" for improving 
the communication of basic science and 
science-in-the-making (continued on day 3). 

end by 19:00  Social Welcome reception 

 

Day 2: Common ground 

Starting time Duration Session Description 

9:30 0:30 Session  Invited talk: Ethics of communication and hype: 
navigating the line between excitement and 
misinformation (Prof. Dr. Margarita Boenig-Liptsin, ETH 
Zurich)  



10:00 0:30 Session  Invited talk: The role of the media in shaping scientific 
narratives: hype, hope, and fear (Bernd Hopfengärtner, 
Normal Future) 

10:30 0:30 Break Coffee break  

11:00 0:30 Session Invited talk: The psychological drivers of hype and the 
role of cognitive biases (Marcello Ienca,TUM, Germany) 

11:30 0:45 Session Case presentations with open discussions: Short 
presentations by participants on their experiences 
communicating their own research, highlighting 
successes, challenges, and ethical dilemmas 
encountered. 

12:15 1:45 Lunch Lunch break  

14:00 1:30 Session Continuation of case presentations and open 
discussions among participants about their experiences, 
including the successes, challenges, and ethical 
dilemmas encountered. 

15:30 1:30 Session A participatory exercise to map out different levels of 
"hype" in the communication of basic science and of 
unfinished, work-in-progress research – from 
responsible excitement to misleading overpromises. 
Discussions on the ethical implications of each.  

 

Day 3:  Moving forward 

Starting time Duration Session Description 

9:30 0:30 Session  Refresh of the "co-determined goals" for improving the 
communication of science-in-the-making and basic 
science.  

10:00 0:30 Session Participants divide into smaller groups to develop 
concrete action plans for achieving one or more of the 
identified goals. 

10:30 1:45 Working 
Session 

Group working time - outlining the white paper and the 
executive summary. 

12:15 1:45 Lunch Lunch break  

14:00 2:00 Working 
Session 

Open discussion and feedback session to refine the 
action plans, identify areas for collaboration and improve 
the drafted white paper. 

16:00 0:30 Session Group work to review/edit the drafted documents. 

16:30 1:00 Session Closing remarks and presentations of each final output. 



19:00 2:00 Workshop 
Dinner  
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